
MIT Enjoys Another Excellent Graduation Season
By Joseph Martin, MIT Assistant Tribal Operations Manager for Education

MUCKLESHOOT � We all gathered together on the evening
of Friday, June 8, 2012 in the Muckleshoot Tribal School Gym-
nasium to celebrate the graduation of 16 more high school se-
niors. Placing this into a historical context, in the past three years,
we have graduated 54 high school seniors compared to the total
of 32 graduates we had at the Muckleshoot Tribal School from
2001 through 2009, a period of nine years.

Our Tribal School averaged 3.5 high school graduates each
year before moving to its beautiful new campus in September
2009. During the evening of Friday, June 8, 2012, we graduated
16 more high school seniors in one night, establishing the consis-
tency of graduating an average of 18 students per year for the
past three years.

At our MIT Higher Education Graduation Dinner on June
21st, we also experienced the wonderful accomplishments of
Denise Bill earning her Doctorate Degree in Education from the
University of Washington and Bobbi Keeline-Young earning her
Master Degree in Leadership and Organizational Development
from Saybrook University. We had a record number of Muckle-
shoot Tribal Members (33) graduate with college degrees in 2012.
It is an absolutely huge milestone for all of our Muckleshoot schol-
ars to accomplish these high educational achievements by attain-
ing their college degrees.

We also achieved excellent numbers of graduates from our
Muckleshoot Head Start Program, with 51, and our Tribal School
kindergarten classrooms, with 36. If you combine the total num-
ber of graduates from Head Start through higher education, it
would look like this: Head Start � 51; Tribal School kindergar-
ten � 36; 5th grade � 20; 8th grade � 23; high school � 16; Muck-
leshoot students graduating from other local high schools � 11;
Higher Education: college degrees � 33; post-secondary certifi-
cates � 47; and, finally, GEDs � 15.

The 2012 Muckleshoot Tribal graduation season had another
record total of 252 graduates. This means that we had 28 more
total Muckleshoot graduates this year (a 12.5% increase in the

total number of Muckleshoot
graduates for 2012) compared to
last year�s total of 224.

I had the good fortune of cel-
ebrating these graduation ceremo-
nies with all of my friends and fam-
ily from the Muckleshoot Commu-
nity. I want to take this opportu-
nity to salute all of our proud 2012
Muckleshoot graduates and to
again celebrate the fulfillment of
our long-held dream that has come
to fruition � to have a Muckleshoot
Early Childhood Education Center
and our K-12 Muckleshoot Tribal School located on one campus,
where all of our students are provided the tools and skills they need
for academic success in a culturally-relevant setting.

I want to thank each and every person who contributed their
time and hard work to make this 2011-2012 academic year and
graduation season so successful. We all have witnessed and partici-
pated in another historic graduation season for the Muckleshoot
Indian Tribe. Let us also give thanks to the many tribal elders and
tribal leaders whose dreams and hard work have made the Muckle-
shoot Indian Tribe�s vision of �education as a lifelong journey� pos-
sible.

I am extremely proud of all the dedication and teamwork that
has been exhibited by the Muckleshoot Department of Education
in the past academic year. We all want to offer a special thank you to
the students, parents, faculty and staff of all Muckleshoot Depart-
ment of Education programs for being the driving force of excel-
lence in all of our programs. We truly have a strong family of educa-
tors in the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe who are �pulling together.� We
are looking forward to working with each and every one of you to
achieve the highest level of excellence in education now and into
the future.

Joseph Martin



MUCKLESHOOT TRIBAL SCHOOL

Class of 2012
Elizabeth Aldana
Kendra Bean
Kalrina Comenout
James Daniels
Sean Daniels
Lena Elkins
Sara George
Jennifer Green
David Heredia Jr.
Melissa Ho
Dewey Miller Jr.
Latasha Moses
Ryan Oldman
Natasha Sheldon
Taula Taei
Devan Williams

Dewey Miller Jr..Devan WilliamsDavid Heredia Jr. Elizabeth Aldana

Kalrina ComenoutJennifer GreenJames Daniels Kendra Bean

Melissa HoLena ElkinsLatasha Moses Natasha Sheldon

Sean DanielsSara GeorgeRyan Oldman Sean Taei2
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Head Start Graduation
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EAGLES CLASS
Benjamin Anderson
Rand �Tres� Dobbins III

Alejandra Garcia
Isabelle James-Clark
Joseph Perez-Elkins
Noah Prado
Angelica Rosas
Nevaeh Ross
Kaylia Ward

CUBS CLASS
Ma�Leah Brown
James Fryberg Jr.
Isreyel Garcia
Tristan James
Muhkayluh Jerry
Jeffery Johnson-Coleman
Rosa Lozier
Alayna Martinez
Makayla Martinez
Larissa Mathias
Michaela McCoy
Jordan McDaniel
Savina Moses-Atimalala
Jessica Peters
Biduchyaht Starr
DaJanae Walker

Wyndin Weeks
Talyn Weir-Moses
Lucas Williams

ORCAS CLASS
Kaimi Aho Jr.
Michael Anderson
Austin Baker
Nekole Bargala
Kellis Castillo
James Chagolla
Lauryn Courville
Edith Gutierrez
Dwayne Keeline
Salati LaClair
Masiyah Madplume
Dahawnee Moses
Sy-Coo-Moo Pacheco
Lydia Sagatu
Westin Sam
Silas Simmons
Sydney Swanson
Treva Turner
Ryder Vigil
Theron White Eagle

SALMON CLASS
Riley Munro
Nathaniel King-Tangedahl
Alyssa Simonds-Gomez

Head Start Staff

Alyssa Simonds-Gomez Biduchyaht Starr

Benjamin Anderson

Austin Baker

Treva Turner Jessica Peters

Alejandra Garcia

DaJanae Walker

Nevaeh Ross

Dwayne Keeline

Muhkayluh Jerry

Lauryn Courville Nekole Bargala
Kaylia Ward

Riley Munro

Joseph Perez-Elkins

Kellis Castillo

Samantha McGee

Talyn Weir-Moses

Masiyah MadplumeSy-Coo-Moo PachecoAlayna & Makayla Martinez Dahawnee Moses Ma'Leah Brown



Isreyel Garcia

Julia Anderson

Westin Sam

Noah Prado

Nathaniel King-
Tangedahl

Kaimi Aho Jr.Edith Gutierrez

Wyndin Weeks

Tristan James

Ryder Vigil

Salati LaClair

Jerome Jainga
Sydney Swanson

Lucas Williams Silas Simmons

Rand ''Tres'' Dobbins III

Rosa Lozier

Michael AndersonJames Chagolla

Jordan McDaniel

Michaela McCoy

Angelica RosasJeffery Johnson-Coleman

Isabelle James-Clark

James Fryberg Jr.
Theron White EagleSativa Moses-Atimalala

Lydia Sagatu 5



MUCKLESHOOT TRIBAL SCHOOL
Kindergarten, 5th & 8th Grade Ceremonies
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KINDERGARTEN
� Lenora Baker
� Gustavo Castneada Matz
� Kaleb Chagolla
� Talitha Charles
� Makayla Courville
� Mary Cruz
� Summer Dais
� Breezy Elkins
� Sage Elkins
� Chase Enos
� Nevaeh Fry
� Andrew Garcia
� Kaundaleah Garcia
� Jesse Jamison
� Tyrelle Kindness
� Arsylia Lara Rincon
� Lamikah Lozier
� Anthony Magee
� Micah McDaniel
� Alicia Miller
� Nevitt MIller
� Raistlin Oliver
� Christan Penn
� Ryan Ramos
� Leeschelle Rojero
� Robert Sam
� Aloysius Simmons
� Leslie Starr
� Car Starr Williams
� Corrina Ulima
� Trinity Ulrich
� Tania Washines
� Darius WhiteEagle
� Troy WhiteEagle
� Aiyahna Williams
� Isaac Williams



8TH GRADE

� William Allen
� Aaron Arterberry
� Andrew Bargala
� Clarence Barr
� Marlin Brown
� Brianna Carranza
� Joey Courville
� Shahayla Elkins
� Antoine Jansen
� Alannah Lobehan-Banks
� Katelyn Lozier
� Virginia Marquez
� Robert Moses
� Raven Nelson
� Seaira Pacheco
� Linice Robinson
� Teddy Salinas
� Gloria Simmons
� Tyler Snow
� LaShawna Starr
� Alyssa Vaiese
� Isabella Valles
� Angela White
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� Kiana Aho
� Yonita Barr
� Kobe Courville
� Terron Galicia
� Roberto Garcia-Zamora
� Malia Irving
� Destiny Jansen
� Dominic Jansen
� John Jansen
� Waylon McMillan
� Ethan Moses
� Kesiah Nichols
� Katelyn Panganiban
� Mercedes Redding
� Lauralee Redthunder
� Juan Romero
� Carla Thompson
� Ryan Thompson
� Micheal Valles
� Azela Weed
� Shai Yallup

5TH GRADE



Auburn School District
Honors Native Grads
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Keynote Speech by Shianna Moses
Hello, everyone, my name

is Shiana Moses. I am a
Muckleshoot tribal member.
My family is Dianne S. and
John B. I am part of the Moses
family.

I was always determined to
chase my dreams and I did that
by carrying on with my skating
career, by winning champion-
ships, having fun, and with the
help of my supporters, my mom
and dad. I am grateful to have

them along with me to carry on with my journey.
I wish my best friend, Alicia Courville, could be with us

tonight, but she has cancer and is in the Seattle Children�s
Hospital fighting it. I�d ask you all to please keep her in your
thoughts and prayers.

To incoming sixth graders, the best advice I�d like to
give is be yourself, be a leader, focus on your education, do
the right instead of the wrong, to not let people get the best
of you.

I�d like to thank everyone who came out here tonight to
celebrate the graduation of our Native American students.
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Higher Education Grad Dinner
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2011-2012
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Muckleshoot All-High School Grad Dinner
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MUCKLESHOOT HONORS ENUMCLAW NATIVE GRADUATESMUCKLESHOOT HONORS ENUMCLAW NATIVE GRADUATESMUCKLESHOOT HONORS ENUMCLAW NATIVE GRADUATESMUCKLESHOOT HONORS ENUMCLAW NATIVE GRADUATESMUCKLESHOOT HONORS ENUMCLAW NATIVE GRADUATES

Enumclaw Schools� Native American Coordinator Cathy Calvert continued a tradition by bringing Native grads from the Class of 2012 to thank the
Muckleshoot Tribal Council for its continuing support. From left to right: Terry Parker, Enumclaw School District Director of Curriculum and Assessment;
Sarah Brassard, Native American Specialist; Tyler Wetzel, Logann Erskine, Colton Hyatt, Sharon Baer, Cathy Calvert, Kathleen Parker and MIT�s Assis-
tant Tribal Operations Manager for Education Joseph Martin.

Antioch Grad Sonja Tuilata!

Antioch Grads Elaine Daniels-Gaspar
and Sonja Tuilata.

CongCongCongCongCongrrrrrats tats tats tats tats to Wo Wo Wo Wo Wesesesesestin Sam!tin Sam!tin Sam!tin Sam!tin Sam!
Graduated from Muckleshoot Head Start 06/01/12.
Mommy is very proud of you son, I love you
always and forever!!!
Grandma, Grandpa, Auntie Sara, Auntie Mariya, Uncle Mikey, Leila,
Robert, Rianna, & Kristen all love you!!!!
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Thank You, Cedar Weavers!
The Muckleshoot Tribal School 8th grade class would

like to sincerely thank the Muckleshoot cedar weavers who
made 23 cedar graduation hats for every member of our
graduating class.We proudly wore our cedar graduation hats
at our 8th Grade Advancement Ceremony on Wednesday,
June 13, 2012. Virginia Cross, Lorraine Cross and Gail
WhiteEagle came to our classroom and formally presented
all of the cedar hats to us! We really appreciate the thought-
fulness of our Muckleshoot cedar weavers! Thank you very
much!

CONGRATS SHALINA MAE ROSS-WRIGHT!
Proud dad of a 2012 Muckleshoot grad, Shalina Mae
Ross-Wright, Cle Elum High School. In the picture:
Dwayne Ross Jr., Shalina Ross-Wright, Deshawn Ross-
Jansen, Nevaeh Ross. MIT Massage Therapist Betty Lewis

and daughter Logann.

Marysville grad Brittany Nelson-Jones with
Grandma Millie Jones and cousin Nicole.



EVERGREEN GRADS. Myrna Downing- Evergreen Faculty, Students-Walter Pacheco,
Florette Mosquito, Lou Fasse, Sam Morseau.

Chontaye Arbuckle, AHS Grad
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Congratulations Sean and James Daniels!


